
Together 

AzEIP, DCS, CASAs and Court 
Teams:  Collaborating 





DES/AzEIP Roles 
General Supervision  

– Policies and Procedures 
– Technical Assistance 
– Training and Personnel Qualifications 
– Data and reporting 
– Dispute Resolution 
– Integrated Monitoring  
– Enforcement 

Administer Contracts 
- AzEIP Team Based Early Intervention Services Contracts (serving AzEIP 
only, DDD, and ASDB eligible children) 



Every Family has a Team 



Team Members 
– Developmental Special Instructor 
– Occupational Therapist 
– Physical Therapist 
– Speech Language Pathologist 
– Service Coordinator 

• AzEIP, Division for Developmental Disabilities 
(DDD) or Arizona State Schools for the Deaf and 
the Blind (ASDB) 

– May include Hearing Specialist, Vision 
Specialist, Social Worker and/or Psychologist 

 



AzEIP Teams 
• Share caseload 
• Meet Weekly 
• Coach one another 
• Work as a team 
• Discuss each child 

and family at least 
quarterly 



AzEIP Eligibility 
A child birth to 36 months of age who has not reached 
50% of the developmental milestones expected at his/her 
chronological age, in one or more of the following 
domains: 

– Physical (fine and/or gross motor, sensory 
including vision and/or hearing) 

– Cognitive 
– Communication 
– Social or emotional 
– Adaptive (self-help skills) 

OR  
A child with an established condition known to have a 
high probability of resulting in developmental delay 



AzEIP Established Conditions may 
include, but are not limited to: 
• Cerebral palsy 
• Failure to thrive/pediatric under-nutrition 
• Chromosomal abnormalities (e.g., Down 

syndrome) 
• Severe attachment disorders 
• Significant auditory or visual impairment 
• Disorders reflecting disturbance of the nervous 

system (autism spectrum disorders, seizure 
disorders, born addicted to narcotics or alcohol) 



DCS Is Involved—Not sure if 
AzEIP eligible 

Child remains in home 
• DCS Specialist makes 

referral to AzEIP 

Child is removed  
• Within 24 hours DCS 

Specialist refers to RBHA 
• RBHA completes 

developmental screening 
and behavioral health 
assessment 

• If developmental 
concerns are identified  
– RBHA Refers to AzEIP 
– Notifies PCP  



Making A Referral 
• Explain that AzEIP is 

voluntary 
• Explain IDEA parent 

and Consent 
• Include any 

information about bio 
parent, completed 
evaluations 

• Online is fastest! 



Online Referral Process 
• Use professional 

referral button 



What happens next 
• Team Based Early 

Intervention Provider 
• Service Coordinator 
• Acknowledgement of 

Referral 
• Initial Call to family 
• Initial Visit with Family 
• Determine IDEA 

parent 



AzEIP Attempts to Contact 
• 3 attempts to contact 
• Ask DCS for updated 

contact info 
• Attorney or bio parent 

says parent does not 
want to act as the 
parent 

• No Contact Order? 



Definition of Parent for Part C 
• Biological or adoptive 

parent 
• Foster parent 
• Guardian 
• Grandparent, 

stepparent… 
 



The Biological Parent? 
• Biological Parent 

– Legal authority 
– Judicial decree 
– Can be located 
– Attempts to act 



Who else can be the IDEA parent? 

• Relative or 
Stepparent with 
whom the child lives 

• Foster parent 
• Guardian 
• Surrogate parent 



Surrogate Parent 
• Trained 
• Not a DES or DCS 

employee 
• Not an AzEIP 

provider 
• No personal or 

professional conflicts 
• Knowledge and skills 



Determining Eligibility 
• Record Review 
• Evaluation 
• Informed Clinical 

Opinion 
• Coordinate with DDD 

and/or ASDB to 
“simultaneously” 
determine eligibility 



Child and Family Assessment 
• Family-Directed 
• Everyday Routines, 

Activities and Places 
• Concerns, Priorities & 

Resources 
• May include 

discipline-specific 
tools 



The AzEIP Plan 
Individualized Family 
Service Plan (IFSP): 
• Identifies Family 

Resources Priorities 
and Interests 

• Outcomes 
• Team identifies a Team 

Lead 
• Team identifies 

services to support the 
outcomes 



Team Lead Selection 



Service Coordination 
May be provided by 
•  AzEIP TBEIS staff 
• DDD staff 
• ASDB staff 

 



Home and Community Visits 
• Review Joint Plan 
• Explore successes & 

challenges 
• Develop a new joint 

plan for what will 
happen between 
visits 



F.A.B. Scheduling 



Sharing Information 
• IDEA Part C 
• FERPA 
• Consent 
• Uninterrupted Scholars 

ACT 
• Court decrees 



Uninterrupted Scholars Act 
• DCS can request 

information without 
parental consent 
using this form 

• Form CSO-1048A 
Form CSO-1050A 

• May NOT re-disclose 



Who else can obtain records without consent? 

• CASA 
• Guardian ad Litem 

 
• Must have a court 

order or Minute Entry 
• Must submit to the 

DES/AzEIP office 
• May not redisclose 



Continuity of Care 
• Sharing information 
• Involving bio parents 



Scenario 
Foster mom made 
referral she is 
concerned with child’s 
ability to feed herself. 
It’s been a few weeks 
and she’s frustrated. 
 



Scenario 
Bio Mom is IDEA 
parent, but only has 
supervised visits how 
do we proceed? 



Scenario 
• Baby was born 

addicted to drugs, is 
in DCS custody, do 
we make a referral to 
AzEIP? 



Scenario 
• Two children are 

referred to AzEIP, 
foster parent is IDEA 
parent for the first 
one, Bio parent is the 
IDEA parent for the 
other, each is 
assigned a different 
AzEIP contractor. 



Questions? 
DES/AzEIP (602) 532-9960: 
Maureen Casey 
Mcasey@azdes.gov  
Eric Tack, MD 
Etack@azdes.gov  
Kathy Coloma 
Kcoloma@azdes.gov 
Elisa Mongeluzzi 
emongeluzzi@azdes.gov  
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